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Otsego Lake is not only an icon of nature in America; 
it is in part a reservoir, the source of drinking water for people in Cooperstown…
If we take a chance at poisoning the Glimmerglass, we would truly be putting at risk that which sustains us, both morally and physically.

Remarks to the Otsego County Board of Representatives 

by Henry S. F. Cooper, Jr.

July 21, 2010

I want to talk a bit about the heritage of this place. 
Tonight, I would like to ask the Otsego County Board of Representatives to consider The Leatherstocking Tales by James Fenimore Cooper, a forebear of mine, when they consider gas drilling here.  Cooper and his novels are especially relevant to the vicinity of Otsego Lake and its watershed.  Otsego Lake is Cooper’s “Glimmerglass.”  It is the gem of Otsego County; Otsego County is the lake’s setting.  They go hand in hand. 
Cooper’s novels are a major source of American ideas of nature, conservation, and the environment.  As many of you know, he grew up and developed his feelings about nature around this lake, on these hills, and in these forests.  Before he wrote, American settlers regarded nature as something dangerous to be overcome by courage and hard work.  He helped transform this view into a new understanding of nature as something beautiful and worth conserving. 

In his writing, he even took the next step, from conserving nature for its own sake to environmentalism, which is the understanding that in destroying nature you are destroying that which nourishes and sustains you.  His scenes in The Pioneers of the settlers slaughtering the passenger pigeons overhead or netting from the lake more fish than they could possibly eat are basic to American thinking about the wilderness.  

Henry David Thoreau, a generation later, read and admired Cooper.  He had in his library Rural Hours, Cooper’s daughter Susan’s book about a year tracking nature on the shores of Otsego Lake. Thoreau even mentions it in the journal he wrote, living in a cabin on the shore of Walden Pond.  Walden, his book describing his experiences there, is the bible of today’s environmental movement.  Similarly, Otsego Lake is the Walden Pond of New York State. 
We all know the dangers of pollution that are part of drilling for natural gas.  Otsego Lake is not only an icon of nature in America; it is in part a reservoir, the source of drinking water for people in Cooperstown.  And yet it has no special protection, as do the headwaters of the Delaware, which supplies New York City with its drinking water.  If we take a chance at poisoning the Glimmerglass, we would truly be putting at risk that which sustains us, both morally and physically.  Don’t trash the Glimmerglass!  It would be ironic indeed to make this symbol of the environment go the way of Pennsylvania. 
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